
District strategies are a new level of planning in Canberra.
They encourage innovative ideas and positive outcomes for how 
we live, work, play and care for our districts across Canberra.
 
We are releasing first drafts of these strategies knowing they will change after consultation with the community.

The draft district strategies set the direction and 
intended future planning outcomes for the nine 
districts of the ACT.  They are dynamic documents that 
will evolve over time. We will continue to work with you 
to make sure they respond to the changing priorities 
and needs of our communities.

Previous community consultation on the planning system 
highlighted outcomes that Canberrans want - climate change 
adaptation, key infrastructure and travel options, greater 
housing choice and accessibility, community facilities 
and services, and active centres that offer employment 
opportunities.

Each district has its own distinct character and community 
priorities. The draft district strategies propose a set of key 
directions and initiatives to address local needs, protect what 
is valued in the district and support innovative, sustainable 
growth and development.

The district key directions and initiatives are informed by 5 big 
drivers, 10 targets and 12 implementation pathways that bring 
together key ACT Government policies and translate them into a 
planning context.

AT A GLANCE

WHAT ARE DISTRICT STRATEGIES?

 Belconnen 

 East Canberra 

 Gungahlin

 Inner North and City 

 Inner South 

 Molonglo Valley

 Weston Creek 

 Woden

 Tuggeranong 



The district strategies are in draft 
form. This is the next stage in an 
ongoing discussion about the future 
directions of the districts we call 
home. We want your feedback to 
help finalise them.

You can visit the YourSay page to view each district 
strategy at https://yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/
act-planning-review. 

Each district strategy uses a series of maps to show 
where planning for initiatives and future areas of 
change may occur. 

 
Blue-green   More nature and retaining water in the city.

 network   Expand liveable blue-green network connections.

 
Sustainable   Expand walkable access to shops and services.

 neighbourhoods   More inclusive and fair communities. 

 
Inclusive centres   Greater activation of group and local centres.

 and communities   Improved community wellbeing. 

 
Economic access and    Improve economic opportunities in districts with a shortage of jobs.

 opportunity across the city   More jobs accessible to home. 

 
Strategic movement   Reduce car dependence.

 to support city growth   More active transport. 

KEY DIRECTIONS AND INITIATIVES

5 big drivers    

12 Implementation pathways

PREVIOUS COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

Blue-green network preservation and expansion

Group and local centres initiatives

Detailed planning for future housing and employment City-making and ‘urban improvement’

Territory Plan – applying urban character and design principles Precinct-based zero carbon transition

Transport and land use integration Integrated infrastructure planning

Employment and economic focus areas Governance for comprehensive redevelopment

Establish new innovation precincts

Social and affordable housing contributions

The pathways listed above are not in prioirty order.

10 targets

To find out more visit 
https://yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/act-planning-review



FOCUS AREAS OF CHANGE 

We have made suggestions about how we might plan the future of our districts and are 
seeking your input on these. Some of the areas that you might focus on include:

• the ‘proposed, possible and potential’ change 
areas – these are areas that may be suitable to 
help accommodate our future housing needs. 
They may provide greater housing choice in 
areas that are well located to current or future 
possible transport and where local amenity 
may be further enhanced by development. 
Some of these areas will have a long-term 
focus and may require land to be rezoned and 
new infrastructure such as roads and parks. 
We seek your feedback on these areas and will 
also need to undertake detailed investigations 
to see if they are appropriate for future 
development. 

• future investigation areas – these are other 
areas that we may need to explore further 
in the future, again subject to a range of 
detailed investigations. Not all of the future 
investigation areas are expected to be required 
to meet projected housing demand. 

• stop-to-centre connection areas – these are 
areas between a current or possible light rail or 
rapid bus stop and a local or group centre that 
could provide an opportunity for additional 
development that is well located to public 
transport and local services. 

• innovation precincts and centres identified 
as an economic and employment focus to 
improve people’s access to jobs and services. 
We are interested in whether there are other 
factors, or other centres we need to consider. 

• the proposed initiative to review our local 
and group centres to support their economic 
viability and social role as a meeting place. 
While priority centres for attention are yet 
to be confirmed, we have suggested some 
possible centres and encourage your feedback 
on these. 

• our suggested initiatives for the blue-green 
network (open space, reserves and water 
bodies) and transport network, including new 
ecological and transport connections within a 
district.

• the 12 implementation pathways we have 
identified in the district strategy and whether 
there are other issues we need to capture. 
There is further work to be done to consider 
and prioritise the work under these pathways 
or to potentially combine pathways. 

• character statements for each district and seek 
your views on whether we have accurately 
captured the things that are important and 
unique about your district. 


