Comments on the Provisional Registration of Shumack Stone Hat School Sampler, Hall.
***please note that only comments received during the public consultation period will be valid for certain provisions under section 13 and/or review under part 17 of the Heritage Act 2004. This includes comments received no earlier than 12am on 15 February 2022 and no later than 11:59pm on 15 March 2022***
The Council has provisionally registered Shumack Stone Hat School Sampler as a way to indicate that it intends to make a decision on whether or not to permanently put it on the ACT Heritage Register. The provisional registration sets out what it is about the object that the Council thinks is important to the ACT and why.  This public consultation aims to find out the views of the ACT community.
Please read the Provisional Registration Decision and the Background Information documents before starting.
Privacy Statement
This survey fulfils the role of public consultation under section 37 of the Heritage Act 2004 (the Act), and the collection of personal information as authorised by the Act.  If you make a comment using this form, you will be considered an interested person under section 13 of the Act.  For this reason, the survey requires respondents to provide contact details so functions under the Act relating to notification of interested persons can be fulfilled.  If you do not provide your identity or contact details then the ACT Heritage Council will be unable to give you notice of decisions as an interested person under the Act. Also, you may not be able to be identified as an interested person entitled to appeal rights under the Act.
The personal information on this survey is collected by the Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD) and provided to the ACT Heritage Council.  All personal information provided will be collected, used and stored in accordance with the Information Privacy Act 2014 and EPSDD’s Information Privacy Policy, which contains information about how you may access or seek to correct your personal information held by EPSDD and how you may complain about an alleged breach of the Territory Privacy Principles.

Section 1 - ACT Heritage Council considerations - object
The image of the object (Figure 1) and the attributes listed below are what the ACT Heritage Council considers to capture the proposed heritage significance of the Shumack Stone Hat School Sampler. Do you agree or do you have suggested changes you want the Council to consider?
Shumack Stone Hat School Sampler has the following attributes:
· The Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler is an example of a 19th Century sampler made at a location now situated within the ACT. The inclusion of the alphabet and numerals are characteristic of marking samplers made by young girls during their educational studies. In this case, the alphabets have been stitched four times in different styles. The name of the maker, school and date are all included as part of the design thus linking this object to a specific person, time and place. School samplers, which were only required to be made by girls, are representative of the socio-cultural importance of needlework in the lives of women and girls in 19th Century colonial NSW.
 
Figure 1 – Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler
Your Comments on the proposed significant attributes pertaining to the object:
Click here to enter text.

Section 2 - ACT Heritage Council considerations - significance
A place or object has heritage significance if it meets with one or more of the eight heritage significance criteria as defined under section 10 of the Heritage Act 2004. 
The heritage significance criteria are labelled (a) to (h), and your comments are most useful when addressed against each of these criteria, or you could focus on the ones relevant to your argument. However, you may choose to only leave a general comment by skipping to the General Comments section.
The ACT Heritage Council has determined that Shumack Stone Hat School Sampler is likely to have heritage significance under criteria (a, b, c, d, and g) only.  The criteria that are not met can also be commented on.
While the Council will independently assess and research any claims you make against the criteria, it may be helpful to refer to the Heritage Assessment Policy as a guide to providing the strongest argument with appropriate evidence.
 (a)	importance to the course or pattern of the ACT’s cultural or natural history;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (a) and is satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
This object is important to the course of women and children’s history in the ACT, as well as the history of schools and education in 19th Century colonial NSW in an area that subsequently became part of the ACT. The association between women and needlework were closely entwined in socio-cultural expectations of the 19th Century, which in turn contributed to the status of the household. This sampler can also be linked to the ACT region through the maker Margaret Shumack (clearly identified in the composition of the needlework design) as a member of a prominent family in the early development of Canberra and that it furthermore identifies the Stone Hut Public School, a locale now situated within the ACT. In 1887, the Stone Hut School was a public school in the colonial NSW education system. It was no longer located in the eponymous stone hut, but in a wooden building situated across the road from the original school. Not long after, in 1888, the school was renamed Gungahleen.
Your Comments on criterion (a):
Click here to enter text.


 (b)	has uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the ACT’s cultural or natural history;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (b) and is satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
This object is an example of a sampler created by a young girl, Margaret Shumack, as part of her official schooling in 1887 at a time when compulsory schooling was a relatively new requirement in colonial NSW. Although other girls at schools within the region presumably created similar samplers there are no other known examples held in publicly accessible collections. It is thus a rare object in the regional context. The sampler is representative of the requirements and expectations for girls at that time and the social and cultural role that this activity reflects.
Your Comments on criterion (b):
Click here to enter text.


(c)	potential to yield important information that will contribute to an understanding of the ACT’s cultural or natural history;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (c) and is not satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
Although this object represents the ACT’s cultural history and there are no other known examples of similar objects in public collections, it is unlikely that there is any further potential for physical evidence relating to a research topic that is not already evident in the appearance of the object.
Your Comments on criterion (c):
Click here to enter text.


(d)	importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or natural places or objects;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (d) and is satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
After education became compulsory for all children in colonial NSW in 1880, all girls were required to do needlework as part of their educational curriculum, thus producing one or more embroidered samplers. The inclusion of the alphabet and numerals arranged in rows are characteristic of educational ‘band’ or ‘marking’ samplers. Not only did this demonstrate the child’s knowledge of letters and numerals, but the application of these using needlework was also intended to have practical applications in stitching identification onto clothes and other fabric items. This was considered to be important for the girl in later life when it was expected that, as a woman, she would manage the household. The expectation that girls would learn needlework and the consequent production of educational samplers reflects the prevalent socio-cultural expectations relating to the role of women and girls in 19th Century society. The name of the maker, school and date are also typical inclusions in educational samplers, which also aid in linking this specific object to a unique individual, time and place.
Your Comments on criterion (d):
Click here to enter text.


(e)	importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by the ACT community or a cultural group in the ACT;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (e) and is not satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
[bookmark: _Hlk70062689]This sampler is representative of aesthetic characteristics that were once common, but of which there are few surviving examples in the ACT. The distinctive arrangement of band samplers, of which this is a clear example, developed in line with the shift from samplers being produced by specialised artisans to teaching tools for young girls. Samplers at this time also became squarer and showed more variation in the needlework, which made them more suitable for display. The display of the item would show off the girls’ developing skills at a time when needlework was considered an important skill for women in society. This sampler includes many elements that were common in educational samplers, such as repeated patterns, alphabets and personalised decorative elements. It clearly was created with the aesthetic values of its time in mind however it is not possible to demonstrate that these aesthetic characteristics are valued by the community or a cultural group in the ACT at this time.
This item was in the private collection of the local Shumack family members before it was donated to the Canberra District Historical Society (CDHS). While in the collections of CDHS it was displayed to the public at Blundell’s Cottage and at the National Capital Exhibition. More recently it was transferred to the collections of the Hall School Museum and Heritage Centre. With the limited public exposure that the object has received to date it is difficult to argue that the aesthetic characteristics are valued by the broader ACT community, but after conservation and with the potential for increased exposure to the broader community this criterion may be re-assessed in the future.
Your Comments on criterion (e):
Click here to enter text.


(f)	importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement for a particular period;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (f) and is not satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
Although this object clearly demonstrates creative expression within the societal expectations of the period, it does not demonstrate exceptionality when considered within the context in which it was produced. All girls at that time would have been expected to produce a needlework sampler of a similar standard and the design elements clearly reflect a societal norm, not a distinctive or exceptional creative achievement.
Your Comments on criterion (f):
Click here to enter text.


(g)	has a strong or special association with the ACT community, or a cultural group in the ACT for social, cultural or spiritual reasons;
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (g) and is not satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
There is no evidence at present to demonstrate the association between this object and a broad spectrum of the ACT community, nor an identified cultural group.
Your Comments on criterion (g):
Click here to enter text.


(h)	has a special association with the life or work of a person, or people, important to the history of the ACT.
The Council has assessed Shumack Stone Hut School Sampler against criterion (h) and is not satisfied that the object is likely to meet this criterion.
This object clearly identifies the maker, Margaret Shumack, who was a young schoolgirl at the time it was created in 1887. Margaret’s family were relatively early settlers in the region that later became part of the ACT. Her grandparents, John and Margaret Shumack, migrated to Australia in 1841. Many of their family members also migrated adding to the large extended family of Shumack’s in Australia from the mid-19th Century. However, Margaret was not prominent in shaping the history of the ACT, rather the importance of this object lies in the normalcy that it represents. As such, it reflects Margaret’s role as a girl (and later a woman) in ACT society at that time.
Your Comments on criterion (h):
Click here to enter text.


Section 3 – General Comments
I support the proposed heritage registration?  Choose an item.
Please include any further comments to your submission:
Click here to enter text.
Section 4 - Demographics
Your personal details are confidential and will not be publicly visible, but this is required for you to be kept informed and to be counted as an ‘interested person’ (refer to the Privacy Statement at the beginning of the document).
If you do not provide your identity or contact details then the ACT Heritage Council will be unable to give you notice of decisions as an interested person under the Act. Also, you may not be able to be identified as an interested person entitled to appeal rights under the Act.
First Name:  Click here to enter given name.
Last Name:  Click here to enter surname.
Preferred contact details (phone, email, postal address):
Click here to enter address.
Age range:  Click to choose an age range.
Relationship to the place: Click to choose a category.
Have you ever provided comments on other heritage registrations? Click to select.

What next?
After you are happy with your comments and have saved this form it can be emailed to heritage@act.gov.au or printed out and mailed to:
The Secretary
ACT Heritage Council
GPO Box 158
Canberra City ACT 2601
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