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Mobile Phones in ACT Public Schools Discussion Paper
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The ACT Government is aware that students’ use of mobile phones and other personal communication devices while at ACT public schools is of increasing interest for students, parents, carers and the broader community as well as for school principals and teachers. 
This discussion paper has been developed by the ACT Government Education Directorate to: 
summarise the issue and the Education Directorate’s proposed policy review;
provide options to help stakeholders to develop feedback on the proposed policy response; and 
seek broad stakeholder feedback including from students, families, educators and the community. 
Background and context 
The use of mobile phones and other personal electronic devices by students in ACT public schools is currently governed by the Acceptable Use of ICT - Parents and Students policy and the Use of Personal Electronic Devices (PED) policy. These policies currently allow the use of mobile phones and other personal electronic devices in ACT public schools.  
Consistent with these policies, guidelines or common practices have been established by individual schools about the appropriate personal mobile phone use during classroom time. Schools are required, in consultation with their community, to develop and implement guidelines on the appropriate use of mobile phones and other devices.
The issue
Mobile phones and other electronic devices are a part of our modern lives for adults, as well as school students. Students begin using mobile phones at a range of ages depending on their differing development and needs, and at the discretion of their parents or carers. As the use of these devices by students has become increasingly common in ACT public schools, questions about how they can best be used have also increased. Questions include:
Can students use devices without distraction?
How do schools balance the risk of distraction with the benefits of enabling learning?
How to protect students from potential cyberbullying?
Does the use of devices in schools impact addiction to technology? 
Does the availability of devices have an impact on face-to-face social interaction and traditional and active play? and
What role should schools have in educating students about the appropriate use of devices?

Feedback from some stakeholders, including families, educators and community members is that a consistent approach to the management of student mobile phone use in schools may be helpful. Feedback has also been received indicating that it is important to maintain flexibility to meet the differing needs of students at specific stages of their individual development and schooling level. 
Devices can be sources of distraction for students and provide a platform for behavioural and social issues; however, when used correctly they are also powerful learning tools that can support equitable and engaging access to curriculum. They can also support positive social connection between students and their peers, as well as connection with family, dependents, employers and others. 
Dr Joanne Orlando, a digital expert at the University of Western Sydney, said research indicated phone bans do not improve academic outcomes, largely because students were rarely using phones during class. On the other hand Problematic Mobile Phone Use (PMPU) has been identified by the Australian Psychological Society as one of the biggest behavioural addiction challenges of the 21st century. 
Australia’s eSafety Commissioner Julie Inman Grant said in a statement, “I don’t think anyone can deny that using Internet-enabled devices for personal use in the classroom is a clear distraction for our children’s learning potential. However, a big part of school is about preparing our children for the workforce of tomorrow – which is increasingly technology driven – so it’s important that digital technology is part of their learning journey. And, in many classrooms, kids are already working from tablets, PCs and other connected devices.” 
The policy under review
The review of the Personal Electronic Devices (PED) policy in ACT public schools will draw on available evidence, consider community and stakeholder concerns, student needs and school needs. The policy aims to ensure that ACT public schools and classrooms are safe places that provide an effective and accessible learning environment to all students. 
Key requirements of the policy under review:
Students may bring their personal communication devices to school. 
These devices must be silenced and put away during class time. Students may not access their device or use technology connected to the device during these times. 
Provisions are included to meet the needs of students with special circumstances. 
Students may not use social media or dating applications on any device at school during the school day. 
Students may not use any device to film or photograph any individual or distribute the footage unless permitted to do so by the individual being recorded. 
Provisions for educational use.

For consideration
To review and update this policy, the Education Directorate is considering the following options and ask that you consider these when developing your feedback:
Ban first to last bell - Students would not access their personal communication devices for the entire school day. Students store their personal communications devices in their bag or locker. 
‘Put it away’ restriction - Students would put their devices away for class time but would be able to access them at other times during the school day. 
Combination 1 - Students from years K-6 would be banned from using personal communication devices for the whole school day. High School and College students would be subject to ‘put it away’ restrictions.  
Combination 2 - Students from years K-10 would be banned from using personal communication devices for the whole school day. College students would be subject to ‘put it away’ restrictions. 
To support this policy, the Education Directorate will also consider a range of school management guidelines for students in serious breach of the policy. Please consider these when developing your feedback: 
Confiscation of devices.
Informing parents/carers.
Banning a student from bringing devices to school for a period of time.
When developing your feedback, please consider what additional factors should be included in the review of this policy. This can include learning needs, student needs or school support needs. 
The Education Directorate want to hear from all areas of the ACT community on this important topic. All voices are important and valid. Feedback is being sought from students, teachers, school staff, principals, parents and carers, education stakeholders, and interested community members. 
Provide your input
Feedback can be provided to email DSSTconsultation@act.gov.au or by participating on the YourSay conversations website: www.yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/mobile-phones-in-schools   
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